






















































CJ3rinkman & 
~ed, CPA's 

103 South Sixth Street Estherville, Iowa 51334 712-362-5891 Phone 712-362-7172 Fax 

September 24, 2013 

Emmet County Council of Governments 
P.O. Box 417 
Estherville, lA 51334 

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of Emmet County 
Council of Governments (ECCOG) as of and for the year ended December 31 , 
2012, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America, we considered ECCOG's internal control over financial 
reporting as a basis for designing our auditing procedures that are appropriate in 
the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial 
statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness 
of ECCOG's internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the 
effectiveness of ECCOG's internal control. 

However, during our audit we became aware of a deficiency in internal control 
other than significant deficiencies and material weaknesses and a matter that is an 
opportunity for strengthening internal controls and operating efficiency. The 
following summarizes our comments and suggestions regarding this matter. We 
previously reported on ECCOG's internal control in our report dated September 
24, 2013. This letter does not affect our report dated September 24, 2013, on the 
financial statements of ECCOG. 

When reviewing the accounts payable invoices for proper cancellation, it was 
noted in several instances that the invoices were not marked as paid, only the 
claim form was. When invoices are not properly cancelled, there is an opportunity 
for employees to commit fraud by paying a bill twice and personally cashing the 
second check. We recommend that both the invoice and the claim form be 
marked paid to remove this opportunity. 

We will review the status of this comment during our next audit engagement. We 
will be pleased to discuss it in further detail at your convenience, to perform any 
additional study of this matter, or to assist you in implementing the 
recommendation. 

Sincerely, 

63~~ LeA\) 
Brinkman & Reed, CPA's 

Members of American Institute of Certif ied Public Accountants 
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